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New Puppy Checklist 
These are just some suggestions; you certainly don’t need everything!  

Basics 
 ID tags 

o Note, caution with collars/ID tags in wire crates as these can be a potential choke hazard 
o Our pup HATED his collar so we investigated other ID options (a post will follow) 

 Leads: 
o Shorter lead for walks (non-retractable) 
o Harness (if desired) 
o Longer lead for ‘investigative/relaxed walks’ i.e semi-off leash able to grab lead the if 

puppy gets into trouble 
 Poop bags (lots of decomposable options) 
 Puppy collar, adjustable 

Boundaries 
 Decide in advance if you will allow your puppy only in designated rooms 

o This will help you feel calm, and prevent a puppy from getting confused from changing 
rules 

 Will you use a pen until you can trust your pup to have access to other rooms? 
o Perhaps start only in one or two “puppy safe” rooms, then slowly give freedom – and 

take it back if the little pup misbehaves.  
 Will you allow your pup on furniture/bed? 

Chewing 
 Barricades, fencing, and pens help keep pup and furniture safe from chewing 
 Bitter spray for non-chewing (you can buy it, or we just used apple cider) 

Cleaning Supplies 
 Carpet cleaner (we bought a portable cleaner – lifesaver! Future post on potty training 

will have more information about specific supplies) 
 Cleaner and odour neutralizer (important to get ‘scent remover’ as we may not smell 

anything but a pup has an amazing sense of smell!) 

Fencing – Indoor & Outdoor 
 Baby gates for indoors 
 Long leads/ties/posts 
 Pen – indoor and outdoor (lifesaver!) 

 To keep the pup safe inside and outside 
 Prevents chewing on furniture  
 A pen is a good tool for giving a puppy room to play in while you work 

 Yard fencing (invisible or gated) 
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Food 
 Bowls (and mat if desired) 
 Fish oil/olive oil 
 Puppy food (wet, if desired) 
 Puppy kibble (dry) 
 Raw foods (fish, meat, if desired) 
 Treats (a future post will have some recipes we tried and brands we like) 

Grooming 
 Anti-slip bathmat  
 Brush (coat dependant) 
 Clipper (if needed) 
 Comb (if needed) 
 Find a groomer if using 

o Book puppy groom in advance to introduce the puppy to grooming during that 
critical socialization period 

 Nail clipper 
 Puppy shampoo 
 Styptic powder (for clotting if quick is accidentally clipped, like Kwik-Stop) 
 Scissors/thinning scissors 
 Towels for baths, wiping feet after coming indoors 

Medical 
 Find a good vet and register in advance 

o Pre-Book vaccine schedule 
o Microchip appointment  

 Pet insurance (if desired) 
 Puppy toothpaste/brush 
 Tick/flea/heartworm meds  

Socialization 
 Research and book puppy socialization (wait times can be long!) 
 Socialization checklist 

Puppy-Proof Home 

 Chokeable items removed 
 Cleaning supplies/poisonous materials out of reach (including mousetraps) 
 Fencing (as discussed) 
 Furniture covers  
 Garbage cans well sealed 
 Non-slip pads for stairs (if non-carpeted) 
 Pet-friendly, non-toxic de-icer (for snow areas – regular salt is potentially toxic if ingested and 

also causes pad/skin damage 
 Wires (stashed or stored where possible) 
 Your favorite items removed or barricaded if you don’t want them dirtied, peed on or chewed 
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Training 

 Book a trainer (many are very booked up, so we suggest booking as soon as you know when 
your puppy is coming home) 

 Books 
o Breed specific 
o Puppy training 

 Clicker (if using this method) 
 Enroll in puppy class (sooner the better, they fill up!) 
 List of chosen verbal commands for consistency 
 Socialization checklist 
 Training treats (small, low calorie, we will have a post later of the ones we like and also some 

easy recipes) 
 Treat pouch 

Training – Crate 
 Crate-specific treat (we used a puppy Kong stuffed with frozen treats) 
 Crate: sized appropriately 

o We bought a crate with a divider so we could make it larger as he grew 
o TIP: Don’t go too large or puppy may use a corner as a pee spot 

 Schedule for ages (puppies need a lot of naps) 

Training – Potty 
 Designated poop area 
 Poop bags (lots of decomposable options) 
 Poop scoop 
 Puppy pads (if using) 
 Puppy doorbell (if using) 

Toys 
 Fillable toys 
 Puzzle and brain teaser toys 
 Puppy and size-specific (we will also post later about what worked for us, but online has a lot of 

good suggestions) 
o So many are available, just do a little googling with keywords for your breed like “puppy, 

destructive chewer, calming, puzzle, chase” etc 
o Example: puppy Kong, great for teething, and stuffable 

 Special toys only for crate time 
 Tug toys 

Teeth & Teething 
 Chewies for teething 
 Teething toys 
 Toothbrush & paste 

 

 
 


